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Point of the Mountain 
Visioning Process

Phase Two Scenarios Summary
THE PROCESS
The Point of the Mountain planning process proceeds in three phases:

WHAT IS A SCENARIO?
A scenario is a projection of potential outcomes in 2050 if certain steps are taken between now and 
then. Analysis of the scenarios using sophisticated modeling techniques allows Utahns to understand 
the implications of the various choices and give informed feedback. The scenarios focus on the ideas 
and priorities Utahns shared through numerous surveys and meetings.

HOW WILL THE SCENARIOS BECOME A PREFERRED SCENARIO OR VISION?
Utahns are invited to give their input in one of two ways:

◊	 Come to an in-person workshop on November 29th, 2017, at 6 p.m. in the Garden Room at 
Thanksgiving Point or on November 30th, 2017, at 6 p.m. in the Islands Room at Loveland Living 
Planet Aquarium; or

◊	 Weigh in online at PointOfTheMountainSurvey.org. The online survey allows Utahns to choose 
their favorite scenario for each of eight topics, as well as their overall favorite scenario. Participants 
may also leave specific comments.

Public input will serve as the basis for Small Advisory Groups—composed of expert Utahns—to 
recommend a preferred scenario across multiple topics. A recommended preferred scenario will be 
presented to the Point of the Mountain Development Commission in January. The preferred scenario 
will likely combine various elements of the five scenarios.
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Scenarios for 2050
SCENARIO A*
◊	 The amount of growth matches market projections.

◊	 Densities are constrained so that additional growth spreads to places like Eagle Mountain.

◊	 Transportation investments do not exceed current funding sources so that additional roads are 
built but no new transit capital projects.

◊	 There are no additional efforts to improve air quality or reduce water use.

◊	 There is a moderate amount of additional recreation and open space.

SCENARIO B
◊	 The amount and character of growth matches market projections. 

◊	 There are some mixed-use centers and urban areas that offer a vibrant, walkable environment.

◊	 There is some additional funding for transportation to allow the road and transit projects in the 
long-range plan to be built.

◊	 There are moderate efforts to improve air quality and reduce water use.

◊	 There is substantial additional recreation and open space.

SCENARIO C
◊	 Economic growth is catalyzed through a research/university presence at the prison site; 

improved workforce size, education, and diversity; and successful establishment of marquee 
companies. There are more jobs and higher salaries, although some companies don’t locate to 
the area because of lack of public transportation, sustainability, and urban places.

◊	 Densities are constrained so that additional growth spreads to places like Eagle Mountain.

◊	 In addition to the long-range transportation plan, there are further investments in roadway 
capacity.

◊	 There are moderate efforts to improve air quality and no additional efforts to reduce water use.

◊	 There is a moderate amount of additional recreation and open space.

*Revision of the baseline scenario released in July 2017.
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SCENARIO D
◊	 Economic growth is catalyzed through a research/university presence at the prison site; 

improved workforce size, education, and diversity; and successful establishment of marquee 
companies. The public transportation, sustainability, and urban environment attract companies.

◊	 There are many mixed-use centers and urban areas that offer a vibrant, walkable environment.

◊	 In addition to the long-range transportation plan, there are further investments in both transit 
and roadway capacity.

◊	 There are aggressive efforts to improve air quality and reduce water use.

◊	 There is substantial additional recreation and open space.

SCENARIO E
◊	 Economic growth is catalyzed through a research/university presence at the prison site; 

improved workforce size, education, and diversity; and successful establishment of marquee 
companies. The public transportation, sustainability, and urban environment attract companies.

◊	 There are many mixed-use centers and urban areas that offer a vibrant, walkable environment.

◊	 In addition to the long-range transportation plan, there are substantial further investments in 
both roadway and transit capacity.

◊	 There are efforts to improve air quality and reduce water use.

◊	 There is substantial additional recreation and open space.
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Lessons Learned From Scenarios
Rapid growth in this area is inevitable; under any scenario, the area is “built out” by 2050. The 
question is what the growth will look like. The scenario modeling results confirm that Utah has the 
opportunity to

◊	 catalyze economic growth in a way that substantially increases the number of high-paying jobs 
in the region, with incomes increasing by as much as $10,000; and

◊	 accommodate the catalyzed growth in a way that maintains a high quality of life across 
transportation and other metrics. 

Successfully accomplishing these twin objectives—and it may be impossible to accomplish 
one without accomplishing the other—requires a combination of factors working together in a 
synergistic fashion:

◊	 substantial road and transit investments;

◊	 quality development patterns (including mixed-use village, town, and urban centers, as well as a 
connected road grid) that work synergistically with transportation improvements;

◊	 a robust workforce of highly skilled and diverse workers and entrepreneurs;

◊	 a nationally-recognized research & university presence that builds workforce and name 
recognition and catalyzes economic growth through technology transfer;

◊	 aggressive steps to improve air quality and demonstrate environmental sustainability; and

◊	 continued investments in high-quality outdoor recreation, entertainment, and culture.

It is unlikely that taking a few of these steps without the other steps will result in the desired 
outcome. 

The additional economic growth from these steps will provide increased revenue to the state and 
local governments, thereby providing a return on investment.
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